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4.2-54

LETTER 43:  RENE AND CHRISTINE THORNE 
 
Response to Comment 43-1 (GP):  As noted by the commenters, the land use 
designation of their property is different on the different alternatives. This is consistent with 
direction provided in CEQA with respect to examining a reasonable range of alternatives. 
Please refer to Master Response 8. 
 
State Planning and Zoning Law requires cities and counties to adopt a General Plan and 
Zoning Ordinances that are consistent with the General Plan. The intent is to facilitate 
orderly development that is consistent with the goals and objectives of the governing 
body, which represents the residents. Please refer to Master Response 9. 
 
The boundaries of the Ecological Preserve overlay were developed based on a 1991 
study and report completed by EIP Associates. In the Environmentally Constrained 
Alternative, lands assigned the Agricultural Lands designation are either in active 
agricultural production or contain at least 50 percent choice agricultural soils. In the 
Roadway Constrained Six-Lane "Plus" Alternative, land use designations were largely 
based on the relationship of parcel size and Policy LU-1b (page 24), which states that no 
parcel may be subdivided into more than four parcels (e.g., a 20-acre parcel could not be 
assigned a land use designation allowing more density than Low Density Residential 
[LDR]). 
 
The commenter requests the Low Density Residential (LDR) land use designation for 
APN 102-020-31. In the 1996 General Plan Alternative the parcel is designated Rural 
Residential (RR).  In the 1996 General Plan Alternative, the designation is the same as 
the current General Plan; no changes were made.  In the Roadway Constrained Six-Lane 
"Plus" and Environmentally Constrained Alternatives, the parcel is designated Natural 
Resource (NR).  The Roadway Constrained Six-Lane "Plus" Alternative contains policy 
direction to limit all residential subdivision to a maximum of four parcels (Policy LU-1b). 
This affected the assignment of land use designations under that Alternative.  For the 
Environmentally Constrained Alternative, in general, growth was directed into the 
Community Regions and Rural Centers.  Any increase in density in the Rural Regions 
would circumvent that goal.   




